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I My ﬂp:’m’au

Spicer Mill Farm Filled a Need

Eefizars nove: Recentiv. we recetved
o fyer from phe Joieph, T, Samivls
Real Estare Service. You dnow the
kinid. Lots of beantifiel properties at
prices rhar give rote meaning fo
the .'rr:'w'ug, “Retder .b.u__p Larsed ﬂ-r_}'
ata i making any miove of it and it
aind geteing wuy cheaper.” Bur it
widd foe Samiuel seammentary that
capliced o plteniten.

Keeping Rural Values
In a Robust Market

by Joseph T. Samuels

“Growthseems tobeanissuefor
every community’in the states |
have visited. For the most part,
Central Virginia civizens -are
cognizant of the importance of
cur rural aréas and the need to
provide for their protection. We
are fortunate that while rural
AFcas ane und:r E-J..I.-I.'h I_'.H'EES..I[-E
(1} there is an incr_ta::: in
conservation casements which

the dynamic changes tothe City

:!‘":ﬁ:wg:m-m:g cities in Virginia
| reversing flight to the suburhs,
andd (3} zoning changes taking
place thmughaut the region
place an emphasis on smart
growth, open space and natural
L AfEas protecting our watershed.
' This is all good news as the
i real estate market continues to
b robust, Equally impressive is
i the willingness of newcomers 1o

<hare with us in the protection

of our rural areas essential to the
s quahiry oflife. Wewholeheartedly
s welcomne thatinterest and shared
L goals.”

protect them in p:rpl:ﬁiil‘}i_{z}- ;

of Charlottesville make it one of

by Frank Walker

Foalivars waps Ol r,.:'.l.r.'rlg'.' ['M'-"“l'l'"ll'_'l'
i "r:-"'J.'n'."." OO L Y T T rif
frrnieef sebd Sinolar o ;I,n:'..'.lr.i o
2ol Fraed Hinller il g

Aml:l all of the development
and rumaors of development that
have comvulsed Orange County in
recent mionths, a small deleaasion
that incleded Sociery members and
a Spicer Mill Farm resident met

with David Fdwards, Dircctor of
the Winchester Regional Othee of

the state’s Department of Historic
Resources. The purpose of the
gathering was todiscuss the possibility
of placing part ar all of the county’s
Spicer Mill Farm development arca
inta an histaric districr.

Sprcer Mill Farm wasadreamand
project of Woodbury 5, Ober, wha
had retired to Orange County in the
late 19405 after a career in banking.

As he had done during his working

davs, Woody Ober,along with hiswife
lane Jooked for wavs to improve their
community,and the Spicer Mill Fanm
development was but one of their
significant contributions to Orange
County.

As the Obers poted, Orapge
County had ies palatial sesidences
on tarm=sized tracts, plus a nomber
of small-to-medimm sized residences
o lots of the same deseription, Wihat
wits in short supply were moderae-
sized homes on several-acre lots,
samething that weuld anract and
retain the business and professional
people that Qrange County necded
tor its future. A few such homes had
been built along Livtle Skyline Diive,
and the old Spicer tarm -.idjm‘u.'nt Lo
them was for sale. The Obers bought
the farm and started planning.

Iiest, they assembled a team of
consultants. O, Robbins Randolph
].'rm'-':-.|ed exXpertise in Cngincering,;
advising on building sites, Int Lyvouts,
and roadways. 1|lu:h:gl:'nd.1ry Charles
F. Gillette was retained for his
expertise in ].1:1&5:%:-1; architecture.
MNoted architect William Newton
Hale of Charlottesville adviced on
house designs until his deathin 1954,
after which the Charlottesville firm
of Johnon, Craven, and Gibson
assumed that responsibiliny. Lots
were land ocat, wath s,p-l.'t'lﬁ-: homees
designed for cermain of the lots, and

conFines an puige

Linsed fume 20, 1954, 539000 ol yau 0
laundry room, @ fool roerm, an |"II".:I'.II e Jw.'";n-:.- a ,n.-'r Vil

LT .r.rr.-'. I,"l..'.l iue balhs, a Farage, a



Gr:l.ngn: 'l.'_:mlnr}r Histrical Soc i.:.‘l':l.', Sluing 25 3

Spicer Mill Farm: A Vision of Quality...continued

Spicers Mill comtimued from p. 2
the Spicer Ml Farmy subdivision
became a reality.

T bns sold slowly, bue that s
amtied of me et moment, The
empdhiasiz remained on the quality of
thie cheveloprment, not the tate atwhich
rnancy ralled in, Evennow, vears after
the Obers” deaths, some half-dozen
lots b the approsimately Aty lot
suhlivision awar their homes, bur
the guality of the development is
ertablished, The question has now
become: 1docs this development,
o At was uniguie even for i day,
s cuadily for Thstere Thistrict
e milion

Dravid Edwards pointed out
that a listornie Disteier designation
wonidd have no efect on what private
landowners, using their own moncy,
wished 1w do. They could canceivably

Spic:t Mill Farm
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build 2 structure tomlly ar odds wirh
the archirecture of the subdivision
ar tear down ene of the arginal
houses, There would be guidelines
and contrels, however, where prablic
mercy was wsed within the distriee,
For a mamre subdivision such as
Spicer Millowork involving the roads
woitld be et saose Iike]}' Trger
tor that sort of oversight. The maost
wnportant comrbution of a Histone
Disrrict designationwould be to assist
homeowners whowish torenabalitare

of pestare o “contributing stracture,”

aftording possible access to sources
of funds and the availabality of tax
eredits.

A Ccontributing strucoure” in the
contemplated historic districe would
Twavee ves bee ar Deast ﬁFtJ.' yearsold,and i
iy turm ouk that a few more years arc
necded before enough of the Spicer

AT Furrn residences gualify, IF that
i o, the idea will be put on hold, but
not dropped. As development engulfs
Orange County,the need 10 recognize
the visind of Woody and Jane Ohber
and the quality of their subdivision
bevomes an even more iII'||'l'|'IIIT-.?II11I
henchmark for its residents.m
Edltrors Move: The comtrase detiween the
5".&:':1'?'_."15 il Farm develapment described
.-J.r:rh:.l-.iu' -.lr.lq'.lll .|".-".;' _If'.rrn;.-‘,inﬂ':.ﬂ.l' .-"f'lr.lrnr;..'.a
e velaprrent bedee, i5 sizeand densizy,
Oewaige Conrity residdents driving afsrng
Spicers Mill Rood have seemsevoraf e
cornicd wearly 8O0 dest perk holes on
rhe praperey. Low Thorpson, bushand
sf Baird Menher Laura Thompion,
reniaerked as e went My “Loods fike
theyre J!IJ.-J'J'!.Irg ﬂmn_g:.r C.;:;r.lr.l'_p in
developrnene.”

i 2he Soft is e Ted pdan for Spicer MUN P, cieca 19534, COn the vipht is the bet plan for the prepocd Hmdnsia ™ The Spicer
AFA Faprmr dups P cfbony 300 Aarwe arfer em Sug Phersy TOO e, &0 MR of .Jl.r-l.r-l'ﬂu.m.-.a.f.,ufp T 50 v o dane anfe, aehile b
Aot devofoponen prapoces ahant 236 bomee sites oo 2oX acres, or abont TE acre por e, Te principal difference berween fae
tive deslaprienss, of vareree, is in the mumder of haanes hetngr focile. the amennd of e it wenld taks to complele the develeprent,
sl SEEchy Inipuicf ent PR Ifrastraciiie of By contnmniitv, and, pevhaps mest ingpartantly, the purpsic for the develspment. 3
Frond Hialeor poines ond aleie, dhere i a lack o afforduble baasiang for these b sowmted fe riw wnd wwerk in Orange Conaty.
Spdcer Ml Ferme sous creerted to A sl oo, The Sndrsia™ deivlapmeny, fotvcoen, fils o pattern of deovlapien ehat i

air i e vorafy fosverdd Ovenges howsing for thore wobe muay or sy wof wonk in rbe connry. While deovlopaent is perbaps best
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